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Weaver Promotes Seven Professionals to Partner 
Carrie A. Hardison, Lisa K. Head, Andrew Johnston, Laura M. Lambert 

Jeff A. Murlette, Mostafa A. Popal and Gregory R. Staiti 

 

DALLAS-FORT WORTH, Texas (June 18, 2014) – Weaver, the largest independent accounting 

firm in the Southwest, announces the promotions of the following professionals to partner: Carrie 

A. Hardison, tax and strategic business services; Lisa K. Head, tax and strategic business 

services; Andrew Johnston, assurance services; Laura M. Lambert, assurance services; Jeff A. 

Murlette, tax and strategic business services; Mostafa A. Popal, assurance services and Gregory 

R. Staiti, energy compliance and consulting services. 

 

“We are pleased to promote these valued employees to partner,” said Tommy D. Lawler, 

Weaver’s managing partner and CEO. “Each of them has demonstrated strong technical ability 

and leadership during their time with the firm, and they continue their commitment to provide 

outstanding service to our clients. We look forward to seeing their continued growth and 

leadership in their service lines and locations as they take on their new roles as partners.” 

 

Carrie A. Hardison, CPA 

Partner, Tax and Strategic Business Services; Fort Worth 

Carrie Hardison joined Weaver’s Fort Worth office in January 2005 and has 

more than 11 years of public accounting experience, including work for Big 4 

firms. Hardison has been a key component in the growth of Weaver’s financial 

services practice in North Texas with her experience serving private equity and 

hedge funds. Her emphasis is in taxation compliance and planning for a variety 

of industries including oil and gas, financial services and manufacturing. She is 

currently serving on the board of Dallas/Fort Worth Association for Corporate Growth and is an 

active member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), the Texas 

Society of Certified Public Accountants (TSCPA) and the Oklahoma Society of Certified Public 

Accountants (OSCPA). Hardison earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Oklahoma State 

University.    

 

 

Lisa K. Head, CPA 

Partner, Tax and Strategic Business Services; Dallas 

Lisa K. Head joined Weaver in the summer of 2013 as a senior manager and has 

more than 10 years of experience, all of which has been exclusively focused on 

the unique and challenging taxation requirements of investment companies and 

hedge funds. Head has contributed to the rapid growth of the firm’s financial 

services practice, particularly in the hedge fund sector. She has concentrated 
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experience in tax preparation, analysis and planning for a variety of companies in the investment 

management business. She holds a Master of Science degree in taxation and a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in political science from The University of Texas at Arlington, and she is a member of the 

TSCPA, the Texas Hedge Fund Association and Texas Wall Street Women.     

 

Andrew Johnston, CPA 

Partner, Assurance Services; Houston 

Andrew Johnston has been with Weaver since the fall of 2012, initially joining 

the firm as a senior manager. He has more than 13 years of public accounting 

experience, including 10 years with Big 4 firms. Johnston has developed 

expertise in energy services, manufacturing, construction and real estate. His 

concentration is on audit and review engagements for both private and public 

companies. Johnston earned a Master of Professional Accountancy degree from 

Louisiana Tech University and a Bachelor of Business Administration degree from Southern 

Arkansas University. He is a member of the AICPA and the TSCPA.   

 

Laura M. Lambert, CPA 

Partner, Assurance Services; Houston 

Laura Lambert joined Weaver in 2007 through the Houston merger of 

McDonald, Fox & Lund, P.C., where she was hired in September 

2004. Lambert has more than nine years of experience in public accounting, and 

she has been an integral part of the firm’s financial services, renewable/energy 

compliance and public sector industry practices. Her emphasis includes audit, 

review, compilation, attestation and business advisory consulting engagements 

for governmental, broker-dealer and investment management/hedge fund clients. Lambert also 

manages the Center for Resource Solutions Green-e Energy and Marine Preservation Association 

Annual Dues Information Report Agreed-Upon Procedures. She earned a Masters of Business 

Administration degree, concentrating in finance and a Bachelor of Science degree in business 

from Wright State University. Lambert is a member of the AICPA, TSCPA and the Texas Hedge 

Fund Association.   

 

Jeff A. Murlette, CPA 

Partner, Tax and Strategic Business Services; Dallas 

Jeff Murlette joined the Dallas office in August 1994, working in both the audit 

and tax areas. Since then, he has been an integral part of the formalization of the 

wealth strategies group, specifically in the estate, gift and trust (EGT) area, 

where he currently serves as director of compliance. Murlette has more than 20 

years of experience in public accounting, concentrating in federal tax planning 

and compliance for high net worth individuals and families, with an emphasis in 

EGT planning. He earned a Master of Science degree in accounting from the University of North 

Texas and a Bachelor of Science degree from Texas Tech University. He is a member of the 

AICPA, TSCPA and the TSCPA Advanced Estate Planning Conference Committee.   
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Mostafa A. Popal, CPA 

Partner, Assurance Services; Dallas 

Mostafa Popal joined Weaver in November 2005 as a manager, and he has more 

than 15 years of experience in public accounting, including Big 4 

experience. Popal has worked with both private and publicly held companies in 

a multitude of industries, primarily manufacturing/distribution, energy, retail, 

technology and gaming. He has in-depth expertise in energy, 

manufacturing/distribution and employee benefit plans, including SEC-related 

engagements. Popal holds a Bachelor of Science degree in business administration from 

Montclair State University. He is a member of the AICPA, TSCPA, the Council of Petroleum 

Accountants Societies of Dallas, where he serves as vice president, and an executive committee 

member for the 2014 North American Petroleum Accountants Conference.   

 

Gregory R. Staiti, JD 

Partner, Energy Compliance Services; Stamford, Conn./Houston 

Greg Staiti joined Weaver in October 2012 as a director and established 

Weaver’s presence on the East Coast by opening the firm’s Stamford, Conn., 

office. He has more than 15 years of experience in various roles in the energy 

industry—from field technician, to environmental consultant, to 

energy/environmental lawyer. Staiti has extensive knowledge and experience in 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and state regulations that are critical to 

Weaver’s energy compliance services practice. He specializes in EPA and California Air 

Resources Board compliance and fuels consulting for the petroleum and renewable fuels 

industry. Staiti earned a Juris Doctorate degree from George Mason University and his Bachelor 

of Arts degree from Tufts University. He is a member of the Virginia State Bar, the 

Massachusetts State Bar and the District of Columbia Bar.   

 

 

About Weaver 

Originally founded in 1950, Weaver currently has approximately 500 employees and Texas 

offices in Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, Midland, Odessa and San Antonio. The firm also 

operates in Denver, Colo., and Stamford, Conn. Weaver is ranked the largest independent 

accounting firm in the Southwest by Accounting Today magazine. The firm is also ranked the 

37
th

 largest firm in the United States by INSIDE Public Accounting.  

 

Weaver serves a broad range of clients including public and private national and international 

companies, nonprofit organizations and governmental entities. In addition to traditional 

assurance and tax services, Weaver also provides numerous advisory services, including energy 

compliance and consulting; risk advisory; transaction advisory; IT advisory; forensic and 

litigation support; international tax; property tax; state and local tax; and wealth strategies 

services. Learn more at www.weaver.com.  
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